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this time usually calls him so: others look upon it as more probable that
he changed his name upon his own conversion. St Paul, leaving Cyprus,
went by sea to Perge in Pamphilia; where John Mark, who had followed
the two apostles, doing little offices about the poor, forsook them and
returned to Jerusalem, not having courage to undergo the fatigues of the
missions. Our apostle hastened from Perge to Antioch, the capital of
Pisidia, and there preached in the synagogue on two sabbath-days. Many
were induced by his discourses to believe in Christ; but the more obstinate
Jews drove him and Barnabas out of their country. The apostles shook
the dust off their shoes in testimony of their incredulity, and preached
next at Iconium in Lyaconia. There God so blessed their labours that
many, both Jews and Gentiles, believed, and the two apostles continued a
considerable time in the city to instruct the converts, till they were obliged
to depart privately to escape being stoned by the enemies of truth who
were enraged at their success. After this they visited Lystra, Derbe, and
other towns and villages in that country. At Lystra happened the cure
of a man who had been lame from his birth and had never walked, to
whom St Paul restored his strength and the use of his limbs by bidding
him stand upright on his feet, in the midst of a public assembly. This
made the heathens take St Barnabas for Jupiter, on account of his gravity
and comeliness, and St Paul for Mercury, because he was the chief speaker.
In this persuasion the populace prepared to offer them sacrifice, and for
that purpose the priests of Jupiter brought oxen dressed up with garlands,
after the Gentile manner, to the place where they were. Paul and Barnabas
rent their garments to testify their abhorrence of such an attempt, and
prevented their abominable sacrifices. Soon after, St Paul was stoned by
the same giddy mob, and was dragged out of the city for dead; but by
the care of the disciples he recovered, and returned into the city with
them. However, not to provoke his persecutors, he departed the next day
with St Barnabas to Derbe, where our preacher converted a great number.
They returned by Lystra, Iconium, and other places (ordaining priests in
every church) to Antioch in Syria, after an absence of about three years.
During the four following years St Paul preached over Syria and Judaea;
and that interval seems to be the time in which he carried the gospel from
Jerusalem into the West, so far as Illyricum.1

The apostle, speaking of his missions, passes over the innumerable
conversions, miracles, and wonders which he wrought, and only mentions
his sufferings, for the cross was his glory. He tells us that he had under-
gone more labours, and suffered more frequent imprisonments and more
stripes, than any other. He was often near death by rivers,.thieves, and
dangers from Jews and from false brethren, in towns and in deserts; he
endured all manner of fatigues, frequent watchings, fasting, hunger, thirst,
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